WO years after #OscarsSoWhite 
became the shameful hashtag of the 
award season, the Marvel Universe 
has become an unlikely ambassador of 
change, delivering a long overdue cinematic 
breakthrough in the shape of Black Panther. 
Directed by Ryan Coogler, Black Panther 
Stars some of the most talented black actors 
working today, featuring Chadwick Boseman 
as Our eponymous hero alongside Get Out's 
Daniel Kaluuya, Michael B. Jordan, This Is Us’ 
Sterling K. Brown, Letitia Wright, The Walking 
Dead's Danai Gurira, and Oscar-winner Lupita 
aC veteran stars 
Forest Whitaker and Peale (olfewiclsisy=108 mo-cap 
maestro Andy Serkis and Martin Freeman 
SE€rve as rare white faces, portraying 
_ a terrorist mercenary and CIA agent, 


il : yUratio hed with the 
found ag of the Black eu cie eae causing 
the rol anos creators to distance themselves 
and rename him the Black Leopard. But the 
title didn’t stick, and he soon reverted to his 
eimai : 

A Black Panther film has been a long 
time in the making. Over the years, Wesley 
Snipes, Ad ‘kinnuoye-Agbaje, Na aCe 
Mackie, Djin nN Hounsou and John Boyega 
were all considered for the role of iMOnr-Ey 
CLC Mel lea Tein VMmY eI (ch - Singleton was 
previously attached to direct a version that 
would have seen Chiwetel Ejiofor as the 
lead. : 

More recently, Ava DuVernay was 
approached to direct, although her vision 
didn't gel with Marvel's almighty Kevin Feige 
and the task fell to Coogler, 31, who received 
early acclaim with Fruitvale Station, following 
up that success by directing Sly Stallone to a 
Rocky comeback in Creed. 

Coogler’s story opens with T’Challa 
returning home to the isolated, 

cn t secret set of sd EIH 4 eV aT UL elite | technologically advanced African nation of 
STACK Crem fiat d roundbreaking lA Wakanda, where he will succeed to the 
OTERO cL a progressive me g | throne following-the death of his father. 
2 in the making. Words CT aalale le Fans were treated to a glimpse of the 

movie in Exotic nation at the end of Captain America: 
Civil War, although STACK ventures deeper 
into Wakanda when wesit Black Panthers 
top secret set in Atlanta. 

Wakanda is a oleh (elev, ad of the rest 
of the world, thanks to the mountain of 
indestructible mineral Vibranium: its people 

have been mining for centuA 











Black Panther holds the record 
aut try eile ete atta Gel 
presales of any Marvel movie. 









































The film's soundtrack is 
curated and produced by Kendrick 
Lamar — DAMN, HUMBLE. 





Black Panther will be the 
18th film in the Marvel Cinematic 


ee : Tl easy 

metal is used for T IE isa , With her head proudly 
Captain America’s shield complex TIT Vat shaven, Gurira relishes her Following Black Panther is 
and Black Panther's : ae _ tole as Okoye. “She is sort of Avengers: Infinity War, which will 
bulletproof suit. real character /_ betrothed to the throne, so bring everyone — Captain America, 

In the best shape of : a a —/ she doesn't marry; it is.a-very | The Winter Soldier, the Falcon, 
his life, Boseman ripples a 2 , 7 deep vocation. Not only is she Black Widow, Star-Lord, Thor, Iron 
a mighty sixpack as we 2 A head of T’Challa’s national armed 


Man, Spider-Man, et al — together 





witness mice oles ela scene. nil forces, she Is also his intelligence un aRUCe Erik en 

“T'Challa is a complicated and very and considered as the nation’s next oe 

real character; | have to learn an accent and ol gere icc rsVanile aiCclar-Hitc)mmaliaape 

a ota claleeTel It's a very emotional Fighting words from oe ese es 

Storyline, which is unusual for superhero Gurira, whose combat : ; : 

movies, says the actor who reprises his role training will have fans first pee et hs la cies » 

in the next Avengers movie. throwing down their MD ae a 
“There's also a lot of technology involved Wonder Woman - 

in playing the character, so you feel like bracelets and taking ___ Vibranium — which is mined in 





you're in a sci-fi film too. It’s interesting that Tee eee Sa 4 Wakanda and is the source of the 
he is a superhero despite the fact there is a |. | ELEC ks ist ae yc ate 


political aspect to the movie.” re Else att eed eat ae 
Boseman is cognisant of the importance 
of Black Panther's role in black film history. WG a een 


“As a black actor you always have to think 
about image because there's usually so many 
negative image choices being made on your 
behalf; so many ignorant choices being made 
because people don't realise what they're 
doing or what they're saying. But the luxury 
with this is not having to worry that it's going 
to look bad on black people, because we 
have.a black director and black cast.” 


contains a number of religious 
cults based on Heliopolitan gods of 
a Vitara st Vaile 


Black Panther is the first black 
superhero to appear in American 
mainstream comic books, 
predating both Luke Cage and the 
City Mela) 


7 
' Ee val! a 
Bie | Fit 





The film also boasts a powerful cast of eee 
women. Sheets oe ae mother eae aLS al om : 
Ramonda: Wright is his sister, Shuri; and Aer ee Me aT eC 
Nyong’o his lover, Nakia; while Gurira leads _ ry CTU Te Gace 
the Dora Milaje, Wakanda’s all-female Secret ; a 


Ye AVlese 
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